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to make; but the times were not ripe for it. The foreign issue
must be completely cleared away if the effort was to have a chance
of success. If it was always to be interrupted by subversive
patriotism it would never succeed, and the necessary preliminary
to it was the removal of the deadliest propaganda weapon from
the hands of the extremists. He realized that the fall of the Right
coalition had produced a Foreign Office crisis. The tertius gaudens
of the split would obviously be Hugenberg and willy-nilly
Nationalism would be forced once again into opposition to him.
It was, therefore, imperative that the nation should be confronted
with an immediate success before the old opposition consolidated
and recovered some of the fierceness that had formerly charac-
terized it.
He saw the necessity of a quick solution of the problem of the
next cabinet and such a solution as would let him stay on at the
Foreign Office. Over the telephone he had a long conversation
with Mueller, who had agreed with his party colleagues that the
Socialists should take office on the conditions laid down., and
worked out with him a typical compromise. There would be a
Great Coalition in posse., but the new ministry would not represent
a Great Coalition in esse. The parliamentary support of the
government would be the Centrists, Democrats, and Socialists;
the Populists and the Bavarians would have a representative in
the government, but would not be committed to integral support
of individual measures. The government, in fact, would not
resign unless on a direct vote of no-confidence on general policy.
His thought is precise, not, indeed, always logical, but easily
followed. He regarded the present state of things as one of emer-
gency, and for an emergency the old makeshifts must be dragged
into service. The People's party had definitely refused to enter a
Great Coalition—the education bill quarrel had been unexpectedly
"real"—and he himself must decline as a party leader to enter a
Weimar coalition as a non-party "expert." What had to be secured
was a ministry in which he could serve without making the party
system utterly ridiculous, a ministry with a reasonably sure
position in which he could use the parliamentary majority that
existed for his foreign policy. A great effort would be demanded

